Potomac River Rescue Association

Meeting Minutes

December 19, 2006

The PRRA quarterly meeting was called to order by Terry Hill at 10AM.  Those in attendance were:

Potomac Marine
Terry Hill

PWCPD

Pete Crowley, B. Pooler

USCG


Brian Zekus, Rocklyn McNair

MDOT


J. Gowland, Jeremy Miller

CG Station Wash DC
Lynda LeCrone, Alex Malaguti

USCG Aux

Mitchell Mutnick

MD NRP

Charles Sauter


USACE

Charles Campbell, Greg Barnet

PG FD


Gilbert James

MPD


Dale Poskus

DC FD


Charles Clarke, David DePietro

PG FD


Tommy Acoste, Curtis Eaby

National AP

Gary McQuaide

Pot Riverboat

John Lake, Willem Polak

USPP


Ken Burchell

MPD


Paul Niepling

Charles County #8
Patrick Moore, John Filer, Steve Finch

1. Welcome remarks by Terry with thanks to DC Harbor and LT. Niepling for hosting and explanation about why no one from Northern Virginia at meeting.  Search and Rescue operation being conducted for boater thrown from boat December 18th.  Introductions made all around.

2. LT. Zekus -- USCG HQ – Project Manager for America Waterways Watch, explained that the program is an outreach program for boaters to call in suspicious activities; has handouts/posters/DVD for the public.  The program works with the CG Auxiliary and wants, in the future, state involvement to hand out flyers etc., to all registered boaters.  The National Response Center is physically located in Herndon, VA.  Discussion followed with a DVD program.  Phone number to report incidents is 877-24WATCH.

3. Terry – Drill Evaluation –. The drill was used to test command and communications responses and turned into a mass casualty.  Terry read the drill evaluation to all and will be sending the evaluation out by email for all PRRA members to look over.  An explanation was given of radio/equipment usage.  At the end of the drill a “Real Incident” occurred.  Discussion about how all responded, wakes, approach, radios.  This led into discussion about radios and getting information out during a “real” incident, perhaps using separate channels. 

4. Council of Governments – LT. Eaby – responsibility around WW Bridge, standard operating guideline has been drawn up and is waiting for approval from Fire Chiefs in area.  Will then be sent out to all after approval.  More for Fire than Police.  The Area Maritime Commission was mentioned with an explanation of needs to be done to get all communities working together at the same level.

5. Area Maritime Commission – LCDR McNair -- explanation of what it is and what it does; every port has an Area Maritime Commission which the FBI and USCG co-chair.  Inviting all ports together to discuss maritime issues of each port.  A major exercise will be conducted next September.  The Commission usually only meets once a year, but now is meeting 8 or 9 times with 3 general meetings, which all members are invited to participate in.  The AMC is putting together an Area Maritime Security Plan for the National Capital Region. The plan in place now is basically a plan for the Baltimore Port.  The National Capital Region plan will be an annex to this one.  The CG uses its own plan while working alone.  How does the CG work with other areas?  That is when an Area Maritime Security Plan comes into play.  AMSP is not a response plan, but a prevention plan that outlines strategy, areas, maps and resources.  Is there an AMSP available to see?  There are CD’s out there.  Homeport has access to these documents and LCDR McNair may be able to get plans out to interested parties within the PRRA.  AMSP needs to be made the same as local response plans.

6. Notification to StaWash DC – LT. LeCrone mentioned a Virginia incident that occurred when an individual went over a bridge into the water and the CG was not notified.  She stated that StaWash should have been notified immediately.  StaWash and DC Harbor need to work together to make water incidents work better.  Communications need to be open to make everything work more smoothly.

7. Question asked by Mr. Polak:  RICCS (sp?)…where does it stand?  Tom Lockwood’s office is in charge and LCDR McNail will get an answer.

8. Question asked:  What is the status of plan for PRRA?  Working on the COG document to put in all Police, Fire, and Rescue agencies.

9. Willem Polak – Potomac Riverboat Company – Presentation of plaque (Tidal Bason Deer First Responders) to Harbor Police Patrol for “quick response for getting deer incident taken care of…”

10. Next meeting in the March time frame, possibly in Northern Virginia.

11. Meeting adjourned 11:45.  

